Zone 5 Meeting
2pm SOTS Clubrooms,
 George St, Balclutha.

Present: 
Helen Horsnell Zone 5 Councillor, 

SOTS: Lorraine McLean, Rodd Pearson, Irene Mosely, Darrell Craig-McKenzie, Stephanie Bowden, Les Bouman, Bryan Griffiths
WOTS  :
Barbara Hanna

Taieri Musical Society: - Bruce McDowell, Bruce Clark

Dunedin Operatic :
Hugh Spiers, Callum Jamieson, Karl Horsnell

Invercargill Musical Theatre : Alex Derbie (also Showbiz Queenstown), Jean Aylo, Margaret Pethick

Clyde Theatre Group : Paul Johnson, Joy Ramsay

Apologies: 


WOTS:

Vicki Crawford, Hans Vander Linden

Oamaru Operatic : 
Catherine Taylor

SOTS : 

Wayne Reichel, Don Waugh, Barry Willcocks, Zel Simmonds

Invercargill: 

Philip Fraser, Craig Waddell

Fiordland Players : 
Kathy Gray

Showbiz Queenstown: Marty Newell, Hilary Finnie

John Herber Ltd: 
Graeme & Diane Philip

A roll Call was then taken with those attending introducing themselves

Minutes: none kept from last zone meeting 
Show Round-up:

Dunedin :
Just completed …’Hooray For Holywood’………………..



“Cats” in September



“Dad’s Army 2” at the end of 2008



2009- “The Producers” – May/Aug

SOTS:
May 11th – Mother Day Variety Show – 1 x 1 Act Plays and 2 short films



Oct/Nov  “Shenanigan’s Wake” Hilary Norris Directing – Theatre Restaurant

Clyde:

Completed “Are you Being Served?” with house sold out before opening



No more till April 2009 – a 1 Act play on hold

Alexandra:
“Bye Bye Birdie” in September

Cromwell:
Struggling for members – only 5/6

Queenstown:
“Grease” 15 – 24 May 2008


March 20 22, 2009 – hosting Conference



May 2009 – “Les Miserable” directed by Doug Kamo

Invercargill:
“Cats” 4 – 19 July 2008 already selling Week 1 and is selling well

Australian premier of “Forbidden Broadway” spoof includes ‘Annie’ ‘Les Mis’ send-ups in Sept in the Rep Rooms

Nov/Dec – Theatre Restaurant at Southland Stadium seating 400 – ‘Back in Time’ Music from the 50’s – 80’s

Taieri:

“Grease” in 2007



2008 – Struggling – Another show in Oct



“Buddy” deferred to Sept/Oct 2009 



“Wizard of Oz” – declined



“Honk” (The Ugly Duckling Story) confirmed for October 2009? Or 2008?

Tapanui:
“Suessical the Musical” June 2008 – with Jeff and Margie Rae


2007 – Night 2 of the Show cancelled due to snow but still broke even



Mention made of the death of Campbell Stuart

Fiordland
3/4/5 June – Robin the Hood



Having problems casting



Require a gobo
Workshops:
Helen advised those present of workshops planned for the coming months
Wardrobe – to be held 14 June in Dunedin.  For current and prospective wardrobe mistresses or masters!! 
10 – 3pm 4 tutors – design, managing the wardrobe, making a wardrobe out of nothing, and headwear $30 p.p
Directors : - proposed to be held in Invercargill later this year. Dunedin advised that they bring in Directors for major productions and use locals for the Theatre Restaurant shows.  Invercargill advised that the ILT is prepared to fund a workshop to a greater extent so that overseas experts could be considered.  Suggested Feb/Mar 2009 – discussion about tying it in with Conference – either the weekend before or after for those traveling longer distances, yet still allowing Otago Southland people to attend.  

Delegates were then asked for suggestions for other workshops: Brian Jones keen to offer services – choreography

Production ?Management – overall skills also taking into account Societies with minimal numbers – Neil Smith suggested – he has a useful book and CD available

Marketing

Advanced lighting, sound, rigging, set design and construction – using a Professional Tutor

Productions at smaller venues

Health and Safety – Cromwell mentioned that as they work in 3 smaller venues there are no facilities

A query from Cromwell – Do Society’s understudy the outside Directors as a learning tool? – Helen suggested that we need to be aware that this is their profession, but a good chance to learn shouldn’t be wasted – Mentor system is already working in some areas i.e. Dunedin works with Secondary Schools
Helen then commented that initially she would like course we are offering to be for our member societies rather then NZ as a whole.

Central Otago –commented that they lose young people to Tertiary education after teaching them plenty of skills

SOTS – teachers who have left the city are not taking part in the same numbers as they used to unfortunately

Health & Safety:

Cromwell have a major concern re compliance with health & safety Issues as they work in several smaller venues.  Queried other societies working with local councils. Callum commented that he had tried in relation to Taieri with no result. Advice from Irene Mosely (SOTS) that Societies should write to Council Annual Plans, making note of what is required over a 5 year period.

Safe working practices – Societies need to make sure that all departments are aware of the issues

It was noted that Cromwell have neither callers not call girls – Poor Paul!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Registrations for Charities Commission:

SOTS – application returned due to issues with wording in constitution.  “Enjoyment for members” is not considered part of the ‘charitable’ status.  New groups using modern language are Ok, but long established groups seem to be having more trouble.  No longer allowed to have raising money as an object – this must not be the reason we exist
Queenstown – mentioned that no Executive member can have ‘Financial Difficulty’

Financial statements not required to be audited by Chartered Accountant

Registrations need to be in by July 1 – can go online to www.charities.govt.nz  $50 online $75 by hard copy

South Island Meeting:
September 6th hosted by Dunedin

Tickets for the evening performance of Cats at discounted rate

1 S.I. zone has been mooted but major concerns over travel

Several smaller societies are in recess – Wanaka, Lawrence; Roxburgh almost; Balfour new people there, Fiordland – young people

We need to encourage these smaller groups so that that they can grow and be strong.  Comment that it is harder for the smaller societies to relate to what the big groups are doing - $7000 - $700,000 is another world entirely

Comment x Hugh Spiers Dunedin – while Dn haven’t been very active within the zone 0 their doors are always open.

Contacts on MNZ – check the website.  Societies need to share what they are doing

Food Handling Authority – Kitchens must be licensed as does the bar. As from 2010 2 members will be required to attend Polytechnic Course.  Serving of tea Coffee not applicable.  IT was suggested that MTNZ draw up guidelines.
General Business:
SOTS – Rodd commented about his policy of sending complimentary seats to shows – it would be a nice gesture of all Societies did same – good way of fostering relationships

Helen reminded everyone about the capital assistance fund and a discussion on the benefits followed. Everybody was reminded to start thinking about their merit awards for next year.
There being no other business – Helen handed the floor to Callum Jamieson re Prolight.  Helen thanked all for the attendance and closed the meeting at 4pm
