Report of Zone 4 & 5 Combined Meeting in Dunedin 6/09/2008

30 people attended representing 15 societies. Also present were MTNZ President – John Antony; MTNZ Administrator – Kate Ghent; MTNZ Zone Four Rep - Ross Benbow, MTNZ Zone Five Rep - Helen Horsnell; John and Edith MacGibbon - ML Consultants, Graham and Diane Philip - John Herber Ltd
Everybody was welcomed and roll call taken. Apologies were received from Peter & Anne-Marie - Showbiz Christchurch;  Alex & Marty – Showbiz Queenstown;  Elaine and Glen Vallender – Ashburton; Blenheim, Greymouth Operatic, Hokitika,  Ranfurly, Roxburgh and Waimate Societies.

Round the Table Reports as Follows:
Dunedin – presently in the season of ‘Cats’  with ticket sales slow and rehearsing ‘Dads Army 2” theatre restaurant for November. Next year ‘The producers’ and 2010 ‘Miss Saigon’.
West Otago (Tapanui) – Having completed a successful season of ‘Seussical the Musical’  they are looking for something lighthearted for an adult cast next year. They have some set pieces and costumes available for hire from ‘Seussical’
Fine Thyme (Cromwell)  Focusing this year on a small intimate gathering involving a one act play. This will allow them time to get organised for next years ‘Annie get Your Gun”. They have strong numbers and continual new interest. They are also undertaking the annual community event, Cromwell Christmas in the park.
Ashburton – They had the opening of their events centre earlier this year with ‘Blast from the past’ – the PM attending briefly. Coming up in 2009, ‘Les Mis’ in May and ‘Allo Allo’ in Nov. 2010 ‘Tribute to Broadway’
Alexandra- Close to opening ‘Bye Bye Birdie’ later this month. Performing arts competition section is busy in October which feeds into the society. The Children’s’ theatre section has a new committee  and is doing well.
Fiordland Players – (Te Anau) had a successful ‘Robin the Hood’ earlier this year. Hoping to do two shows next year, one as a fundraiser for the medical center. Trying to  broaden their base and are running some theatre sports later this month.
Taieri musical had a very successful ‘Grease’ last year with full houses. They have bought some new gear, lights etc. Doing ‘Honk’ this year in 4 weeks time and things are going well. 2009 producing ‘Buddy’. they have set up a web site and they have lighting and sound for hire.
Showbiz Queenstown – 2007 children’s production ‘The Wizard of Oz’. 2008 ‘Grease’ was an amazing success. 2009 conference in March and ‘Les Miserables’ in May. They face many challenges within their environment with professional theatre, and they lose people from their community. They have a great lighting and sound system from which they make good money from hireage .
Oamaru – Opera House is going through refurbishment, hand over on the 13th Oct. 1st Nov shakedown show. Things with the theatre have been really political. 1st Show is ‘Oklahoma’, 2009 ‘Cats’ 2010 Les Mis’ they have struggled with membership, have been building a new plan over 18 months. All committee have a portfolio and things are working better.
Graeme from Herbers ( MTNZ major sponsor) gave a report on updated theatre’s,  stressing that we must listen to the right people. He congratulated Ashburton on their refurbishment, they now have the best provincial theatre in NZ. 
John McGibbon from ML Consultants reiterated about getting the right people and relayed a story about a theatre who is on their architect. The so called recession has made them the busiest they have ever been.
South Otago Theatrical Society in Balclutha did showstoppers last year which went well. They have the official opening of their  new wardrobe hire in a few weeks. October they are doing a Theatre restaurant ‘Shenanigans Wake’. May 2009 for regional one act plays and ‘Me and My Girl’ in Aug.
Gore are in rehearsal for a theatre restaurant, 2009 they are doing J C Superstar. St James theatre is under renovations a fly tower is being built, due to open 26th  Feb 2009. 2010 Les Miserables.

Nelson has finished  ‘West end to Broadway’  ‘J C Superstar’ earlier in the year and at end ‘G&S A Christmas Carol’. 2009 ‘Cats’ 50th celebrations coming up.
Blenheim are doing Theatre Restaurant ‘stiff’ in November. Blood Brothers in May 2009 and they have had their 90th celebrations. they are also getting a new theatre.

Timaru have ‘Buddy’ on at present and ‘Brassed Off’ in 2009. They are looking at a few other options with ‘The Producers’
Greymouth are working on a Christmas Theatre Restaurant
Showbiz Christchurch are just finishing ‘Hot Shoe Shuffle’ and are doing ‘Miss Saigon’ in April 2008 

Conference 2010 – MTNZ 50th Anniversary in Auckland

Venue has been secured at the Ridges with a new conference centre.19-22nd of March and Sat dinner will be a masquerade ball.

Vicky Crawford – President WOTS reported the difficulty of sharing advertisement time and space with others close societies at the same time which impacts greatly on the entertainment dollar. A discussion followed regarding the constraints put on larger venues by such things as theatre availability, and show ie consortium availability. A possible solution is to keep a show calendar up to date so that  societies know what is planned in advanced particularly large groups who have their show timeframe usually well ahead enabling other to plan around them.

David Fuller (WUNZ) gave a presentation with regard to wire less microphones and freeview HD digital channels which are the same frequency as we use. WUNZ committee were established to address the loss of radio frequencies when the switch is made between 2012 – 15.
Conference 2009 Queenstown hosted by Showbiz Queenstown

Seminars/forums are organised and accommodation booked. Matt Wong , manager of ISite visitors centre advised people coming for an extended stay to book things early as this is the height of the season still for them there.

Kate reported on the accommodation available, which was all within walking distance. She reminded everyone  to put members forward for Patrons and Merit awards. Also to remember the Programme, poster and website Competitions. 
John Antony stressed that he would like to see some nominations for the Patrons award from the South Island.
MTNZ Report: Capital assistance fund was discussed, also public liability insurance. Kate reminded everyone to send their newsletters  and their booking info for the show calendar. She said that society surveys were still dribbling in, and explained that they would be a great tool for future national sponsorship for MTNZ.
A discussion was held on consortiums and the advantage for people with like facilities doing the same show, now that we are more  open with our plans.  Anyone needing advice re this could contact Kevin Murphy.
Health and Safety was next discussed and the ETNZ training proposal.

Everyone had registered with the charities commission and some reported that they  had to change some wording in their constitution to comply.
Anyone with Sets, Costumes or Props available , send all the information to Kate so she can put it on the website.
Ross is compiling a list of available Directors and Musical Directors for the South Island as this seems to be a need for many societies who do not have local people to call on. Pass on any names to him and availability  of travel.

Graeme and Diane Phillips from Herbers were thanked for their sponsorship of MTNZ.
Ashburton has offered to host the South Island meeting next year Sept/Oct.
Ross thanked Dunedin for hosting the meeting and catering and everyone who attended. 
Special thank you to ML Consultants and Herbers  for their attendance.
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