MUSICAL THEATRE NEW ZEALAND
ZONE 1 MEETING 09/11/08, 10:30am @ NSMT CLUBROOMS
MINUTES
PRESENT:
Delwyn Smith (MTNZ), Andrew Comrie (NSMT), Dayle Hall (HMT), Bruce Murray (CTG), John Antony (MTNZ), Dorothy Chisholm (PTC), Anthony Carroll (AMT), Tim Carroll (AMT), Ann Tupp (OTR), Bill Tupp (OTR), Richard Bryham (WTC), Sue Rossiter (HMT)
APOLOGIES:
Sarah Boocock (Apollo), Kevin Maddern (PLOC), Pauline Vella (AMT), Kate Ghent (MTNZ), Lyn Dorreen (NSMT), Tracey Andrews (NSMT), Mark Betty (NSMT), Ian Page (WTC)
PREVIOUS MINUTES:
RESOLVED: That the previous minutes be accepted as a true and correct record.






Dayle Hall / Ant Carroll
MATTERS ARISING:
Richard Braid who was coming in to speak from ‘Jands’ about the wireless microphones issues – is now unfortunately not able to attend as his wife Lisa Braid gave birth to their baby girl yesterday. Richard will try to attend the next zone meeting and has stressed that this topic is nothing to panic about it at this stage.
NAPTA NOMINATIONS:
The NAPTA Nominations will be held on the 14th December at 3pm at Playhouse Theatre.

The NAPTA Awards ceremony will be held on the 21st February 2009 at the Bruce Mason Centre. The tickets prices are a little higher than last year. To put on a NAPTA awards evening there is a lot of sponsorship to assist so that they can charge less than what it costs per person ($140 cost vs. $120 per ticket). One of the key sponsors has recently amalgamated with the Lion Foundation which is not bringing in as much money.
WORKSHOPS:
Ant Carroll reported that the wardrobe workshop that was discussed the last meeting scheduled for Anniversary weekend has not been pursued due to show scheduling at AMT. PTC have some workshops in November and Andrew will distribute this information from Dorothy Chisholm.
MTNZ EXECUTIVE REPORT: Early bird registrations for conference close on the 1st December for. Kate Ghent has reported that registrations are slow and encourages everyone to register as soon as possible. Kate will need to release some of the accommodation being held for MTNZ in December if it has not been allocated. Conference is 20th – 22nd March 2009.

Delwyn Smith reminded the meeting of the Nola Speir Patrons Encouragement Award, Merit Awards (close 31st Jan), and the Poster, Programme and Website competitions (close 31st Dec). Please forward your applications to Kate Ghent.

Delwyn Smith also reminded the meeting of the 50th Anniversary Conference in 2010 here in Auckland. Lyn Dorreen and the organizing committee will be in touch with societies with details as they are released. The conference will be based at the Rydges Hotel.

Delwyn Smith asked is all societies have completed their Charities Act Registrations and asked if societies had heard back. All societies have had a response. Once you are registered with the Charities Act, any funding applications become easier as you do not need tax exemption letters.

A request from the MTNZ Executive has come through asking for ideas for workshops and presentations for conference 2010. Dorothy Chisholm asked about a presentation on governance. Bruce Murray raised issues with his local body council who are not providing funds for arts and Bruce is unsure of how to approach this subject with council – perhaps this is something that can be discussed in forum.

John Antony is standing down as president this year at the MTNZ conference so nominations are open for Vice President. Ian Reid is standing for President.

Dorothy Chisholm reported that PTC have experienced some issues and have had some questions raised by their members about the structure of NAPTA awards and asked if as a zone we can approach NAPTA and ask for criteria to be published for the categories of awards.

RESOLVED: That as a zone we formally write to NAPTA requesting that criteria for the categories of awards be published for societies. 
Dorothy Chisholm / Ant Carroll 

John Antony and Kate Ghent are preparing a MTNZ Conference history book so if any societies or individuals have photos, stories or history, please forward through to Kate.

Pat Shanks has reported that sending back scripts and scores to Tams Witmark was very expensive especially with the withholding tax. Tams Witmark require that you send scores back via a specific courier but Delwyn suggests you send them back via other couriers if they are much cheaper. If you have any questions about withholding tax, Delwyn recommends you get in touch with your accountants or contact Kate Ghent for contact details of two members from MTNZ who have dealt with this issue previously with success; Lionel Priest and Colin Denby.

Delwyn asked if the details and guidelines for the protection of minors sent from MTNZ and information on the website is suitable and helpful and asked for any feedback.

There is a lot of general information, resources and forms on the MTNZ Website www.musical.org.nz and encouraged everyone to have a look.

Delwyn reminded the meeting that the Capital Assistance Fund is available to societies at nil or a low interest loan, (depending on if societies have contributed or not) if required.

Delwyn asked if societies are using AON insurance. MTNZ are affiliated with AON and Kate Ghent can direct you to the right people regarding Public Liability Insurance.

The Production Sets that MTNZ have need to be destroyed so if you want them back – please request them from Kate Ghent.

REPORTS FROM SOCIETIES:
                                    AUCKLAND MUSIC THEATRE
On the 29th November we are holding a fundraising concert specifically for wardrobe costs for ‘La Cage Aux Follies’. We are doing ‘La Cage Aux Follies’ in association with the ‘Hero’ festival. Later next year we are doing ‘Assassins’ and another concert version show later in the year. AMT is turning 90 next year so we are going to make it a big birthday year. Decided rather than a dinner somewhere we would have a birthday party. We are looking for any information or stories about AMT’s past.
NORTH SHORE MUSIC THEATRE
We had ‘The Producers’ this year and ‘Nunsense’ opened last night. ‘Nunsense’ is going well thus far. Next year we are doing ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ directed by Karl Buckley and musically directed by ‘Campbell Downie’ and ‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’ later in the year. We are also doing ‘Into the Woods’ in late 2010, looking at options for early 2010 and ‘Miss Saigon’ at the Bruce Mason Centre in 2011. We have our AGM coming up on the 3rd December and we will be discussing some recent developments with our premises.
CENTERSTAGE THEATRE
We have had a good year – Our productions have been well attended apart from the play. ‘Titanic’ was a huge success for CTC and we wished we had charged more! We are rehearsing ‘Something’s Afoot’ at the moment and next year we are doing ‘Hello Dolly’, ‘Les Miserables’, ‘Stepping Out’ and a Music Hall. Traditionally we have been doing a 1st December show and this has been brought forward to November. The challenge with doing four shows is mostly finding Musical Directors. Casting can also be a challenge. CTC have some big decisions to make shortly with where we are heading strategically.
HARLEQUIN THEATRE
HMT are doing ‘Cats’ next year at the ‘Civic Theatre’ – some of the set will be coming into the ‘Harlequin Theatre’ so that it can be rehearsed on. Harlequin was formed in 1959 so our 50th is next year (The first show wasn’t until 1960). At the end of the year we are putting together a 50’s Anniversary show. ‘Cats’ it won’t be judged as it is a conjoint with ‘Amici Productions’ and it will be a two week season.
WHANGAREI THEATRE COMPANY
‘Cats’ this year was very successful and since then we have since done a play called ‘I’ll Be Back Before Midnight’ which also went really well. We are opening on Friday with ‘Robin the Hood’ an adult pantomime. Currently we are desperately short of storage space. Next year we are doing ‘Sweeny Todd’ in May/June and ‘The Wyrd Sisters’ in Aug/Sep. At the end of the year we are doing ‘Forbidden Broadway’.
OTAMATEA REPERTORY SOCIETY
Since last year we have had a HUGE cleanout and sold off a lot of things like costumes that have not been used in years. We have got all of the new tiers in now for more seating (220). Also we have a grant for $65,000 and are building out to the left of the theatre to increase storage areas, SM office, wardrobe, set building etc. There has been a lot of change in the committee with quite a few new members now sitting. At the moment we are in rehearsal for a pantomime written locally called ‘Not the Real Mother Goose’ which is apparently very funny. Next year we are not sure of the availability of local creative team so in April we will either do ‘Faulty Towers’ or ‘Mousetrap’. In July we are hoping to do ‘Fiddler on the Roof’. At Christmas we plan to do another locally written ‘Pantomime’.
PLAYHOUSE THEATRE COMPANY
‘Kiss Me Kate’ earlier in the year was artistically very successful as was ‘The Full Monty’ and both made a bit of money. Recently we finished ‘The Wizard of Oz’ we were a little disappointed with the numbers that attended. Also, for ‘Wizard of Oz’ we used backing tracks which worked really well. Next year we are doing the play ‘Funny Money’ and are currently looking at other shows. At the end of the year we are doing workshops rather than an end of year show. Looking at smaller shows as well to try and reduce ticket prices to get audiences through the door during this difficult economic time. Early next year we are holding a seminar for practitioners of the society for a strategic planning meeting called ‘where to from here’.
GENERAL BUSINESS:
Nil.
NEXT MEETING:
To Be Advised.
CLOSURE:

The meeting was closed at 1:20pm
              CONFIRMED: ………………………………………………………………………………………….          DATE: …………………….


